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Utah Children Need Your Used Hearing Aids

(Salt Lake City) — For the 150 children born in Utah each year with hearing problems,
hearing aids are critical to the normal development of speech. You can help many of
these children by donating used hearing aids to the Utah Department of Health (UDOH)
Hearing Aid Recycling Program (HARP).

“Many of the families we help are stuck between being able to afford hearing aids for
their new baby and qualifying for financial assistance,” said UDOH Hearing, Speech and
Vision Services director Richard Harward, Au.D. “If a family can pay for a new hearing
aid, they probably can’t qualify for Medicaid, so it’s truly being caught between a rock

and hard place for them.”

Hearing aids are expensive and most insurance plans don’t cover the cost, which can
range from $1,000 to $3,000 and more, depending on features and power requirements.
The HARP Program takes in used devices and reconditions those that are in good shape.
The rest are sold for salvage or sent to the manufacturer for credit toward the purchase of
new hearing aids. HARP does not compete with private hearing aid providers or

duplicate services that are already available to families.

Children with hearing loss who don’t get help right away may not be able to develop
speech normally and are more likely to perform poorly in school,” said Dr. Harward.
“You’d be amazed what we can do with used hearing aids, and the families we are able to

help are so grateful,” he added.

To donate hearing aids, learn more about this important program, or to see if your child
qualifies for the HARP program, call 801-584-8215 or 1-800-829-8200.
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HARP also accepts other assistive listening devices such as F.M. systems that can be

used in classrooms.

Hearing aid donors will be sent a self-addressed, stamped packing envelope in which to
send the hearing aid(s). Donors may also send the hearing aids directly to: Hearing,
Speech and Vision Services (HSVS), 44 North Mario Capecchi Drive, Salt Lake City,
Utah, 84113 or P.O. Box 144620, SLC, UT 84114-4620.
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The mission of the Utah Department of Health is to protect the public’s health through
preventing avoidable illness, injury, disability and premature death; assuring access to
affordable, quality health care; and promoting healthy lifestyles.



